





Tal 


NEWS ISSUE | 


McGRAW-HILL PUBLISHING 











aa 


w7 





75 CENTS PER Cer ie 








HUBERT C. BLACKWELL 
Cincinnati Gas & Electric president, who expressed confidence 


in the area’s economic future by a $15,000,000 building plan 














NOTHER way to save 
horsepow er is to save 
kilowatts—cut down the 
losses in. generation, 
transmission, and distribu- 
tion. 
Among engineers it is common knowledge that the 
amount of coal required to produce a kilowatt-hour 
has been reduced by more than f0 per cent since 
1920. We can show you how G-E turbine develop- 
ment, alone, might be credited with $50,000,000 
annually in total fuel saved. Then, too, a conserva- 
tive estimate of the saving in energy losses brought 
about by the use of silicon steel in transformer 
cores since 1g2c is close to half a billion dollars. 
And progress continues. 


The development of the small General Electric unit 


ANOTHER WAY TO SAVE HORSEPOWER 


Illustration shows how Denver railway operator 
improved efficiency. Horse pulled car uphill and 
rode down. Total daily mileage about 40. Speed 


uphill, 2\5 miles an hour. Downhill, 15. “Street 
Railway Journal,” June, 1898 








substations and of highly re- 
liable secondary network 
equipment has _ resulted 
in more efficient distribu 
tion systems. Then, too, 
consider the rapidly ex- 
panding application of G-E Pyranol capacitors to 
distribution circuits—a G-E development that 1s 
bringing substantial reduction in energy losses in 
all parts of the generation, transmission, and dis 


tribution system. 


Progress toward better service at less cost requires 
good engineering. And good engineering must be 
provided with adequate facilities to encourage its 
full expression. You promote both of these essentials 


with every purchase you make from General Elect 


GENERAL 6&® ELECTRIC 


96-428 
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U. S. Court Upholds PWA Power 


Loans and Grants 


to Municipalities 


Unanimous decisions in Alabama Power and Duke Power cases open 
way for speeding 61 projects in 23 states with allotments totaling 
$99,637,952 — Validity of loans and gifts not considered by court 


Unanimous decisions of the United 
States Supreme Court last Monday in 
upholding PWA loans and grants to 
municipalities to build competing util- 
ity facilities open the way for work 
to proceed on 61 projects in 23 States 
to which the PWA has allotted $61.- 
225,544 in loans and $38,412,408 in 
grants. 

The court, in the Alabama Power 
Company and Duke Power Company 
cases, ruled that municipalities had a 
right to accept the money from the 
PWA. The delivered by 
Justice Sutherland, agreed with the 
District of Columbia Appellate Court 
that to 
the validity of the loans and grants 
and that the issue was whether the 
legal rights of the power companies 


opinion, 


it was unnecessary consider 


had been invaded. 


Challenged allotments 


[he utilities had challenged the 
validity of the loans and grants; that 


their authorization was unconstitu- 
tional, and that they constituted sub- 
sidized unfair competition which 


would lead to destruction of existing 
private facilities. 
rhe opinion of the court stated: 


Each of the municipalities is authorized 
under state law to construct and operate 
municipal electric plants and distribution 


systems and to engage in competition with 
petitioner. Each is authorized to issue 
bonds for the purposes of financing the 
construction of such plants and to receive 
grants for that purpose, to mortgage its 
plant or any part of it and to pledge all 
or any part of the revenues derived from 
the operation of the plant as security for 
the loan. 

In each municipality an election was 
held prior to the making of the loan agree- 
ments, at which it was determined by a 
majority of the qualified voters that the 
municipality should engage in the electric 
business. 


Allotments in Alabama 


The opinion further stated that the 
district court found that each of the 
in the 
determined to enter into the electrical 


municipalities involved suit 


distribution business of its own free 
will. 


coercion” on the part of the munici- 


There was no “solicitation or 


palities, their agents or subordinates, 
the district court found. 

In the suits brought by Alabama 
Power to enjoin PWA allotments to 
Decatur, Sheffield, Guntersville, Hart- 
selle and Russelville in Alabama, the 
Supreme Court said: 

It, therefore, appears that each of the 
municipalities in question has authority to 
construct and operate its proposed plant 
and distribution system in competition with 
petitioner, and to borrow money, issue 
bonds and receive grants for that purpose; 
that it determined to do so of its own 


free will, without solicitation or corecion; 
that there was no conspiracy between any 


of the respondents and any other person, or 
any effort or action motivated by a desire 
to cause injury or financial loss to peti- 
tioner, or any purpose to regulate rates or 
foster municipal ownership of utilities. 


The court ruled that the legal rights 
of the utilities had not been invaded 
by competition and that “if its busi- 
ness be curtailed or destroyed by the 
operations of the municipalities it 
will be lawful competition from which 
no legal wrong results.” 

While the decision the 
Alabama suits, the Duke Power case 
against the Buzzard Roost project in 
Greenwood County, S.C., was decided 
on the same basis. 

The court further ruled that the 
utilities had no standing to challenge 
the constitutionality of the PWA act 
as taxpayers. An analysis of the deci- 
sion indicates that the court found 
that the municipalities had the right 
to compete with the utilities, since 
the utilities did not have exclusive 
franchises; that the municipalities had 
the right to receive loans and grants 
Constitutionality 
grants 


discussed 


for such purposes. 
of PWA loans 


ruled upon by the court. 


and was not 


Willkie issues statement 


Wendell L. Willkie. president of 
Commonwealth & Southern Corpora- 
tion, one of whose subsidiaries, Ala- 
bama Power, brought of the 


cases, said: 


one 


It means that the Federal Administration 
can continue its present policy of making 
outright gifts to municipalities with which 
to duplicate the distribution systems of 
existing utilities. Of course, no utility com- 
pany can successfully compete with a 
municipal plant built with free money, 
and upon which the municipality does not 
have to make a return. This is particu- 
larly true in areas such as the Tennessee 
Valley Authority, where the municipality 
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can buy its wholesale supply of power at ere 23° as having been made without pro- 
below cost from the TVA. Pacific Coast Utility 7 S . 


- = : dural due process of law. 
The decision is unfortunate from the - P ; 
standpoint of the utility, but the Supreme Rate Case Sent Back The ruling of the court did not 


Court has spoken and it is the last word. . ee . . specify the method of determining 
No one can now change the policy except The historical cost as a basis for utility property valuation—reproduc- 


the Federal Administration itself. utility valuation for rate making pur- : x \ s 

The Duke Power suit was instituted poses, which recently was given an tion less depreciation, or historical 
November 7, 1934, against a $2,852, added impetus by President Roosevelt, cost, but asked the lower court to 
000 loan and grant for the Buzzard was given new strength last Monday determine whether pel aon the _— 
Roost project, while the Alabama when the United States Supreme Court set by the commission constituted 
Power suits were instituted in May, remanded the Pacific Gas & Electric confiscation. 


1935, involving loans and grants of Company rate case to the lower court e 
about $500,000 to the Alabama mu- for a determination ooslags whether we _— Wages Fixed 
nicipalities. not the proposed rates are confisca- 
> tory. A wage scale of $1.37$ an hour 
‘ Justices Butler and McReynolds, in for linemen and $1 an hour for helpers 
Young Reappointed to FRS a dissenting opinion, pointed out that on rural electrification projects in west- 


Announcement has been made by the District Court had held the rates ern Washington has been announced 
the board of governors of the Federal invalid solely because the California by the Electrical Workers Union. In 
Reserve System of the reappointment Railroad Commission, in valuing the eastern Washington the scale will be 
of Owen D. Young as a class C direc- company’s property, did not consider $1.25 and 90 cents. The scale applies 
tor of the Federal Reserve Bank of reproduction costs. only on projects of the REA and the 
New York for a three-year term end- The Supreme Court decision, ac- regular scale of $1.50 an hour for 
ing on December 31, 1940, and the cording to Justice Butler, “reverses linemen continues to apply on all 
redesignation of Mr. Young as deputy the lower court for doing what short contract work. The eight-hour 
chairman of the New York bank for earlier decision required it to do— day and the five-day week also are in 
one year. enter a decree setting aside the order _ effect. 





Power iin in tite for Which PWA Has Made Loan and Grant Allotments 











Total Kw. Total Kw. 
State and City Loan Grant Est. Cost Capacity State and City Loan 3rant Est. Cost Capacity 
Alabama Nebraska 
DEE. ccucGuweae Kem duedkews $52,000 en | ae Platte Valley..... $7,585,000 $2,580,000 $10,165,000 25, 000 
Decatur ......... $269 ,000 81,000 350,000 .......- Loup River....... 6,525,000 2,175,000 8,700,000 47,700 
Hartselle ........ 33,000 27,000 De «ceauncs Tri-County (2)... 16,553,000 13,543 , 000 30,096, 000 52,000 
Russellville ...... 69 , 000 56,454 jj 125,404 ........ CORMMIIIES cikcccess “nhaucéiwun 180,000 | rere 
Guntersville ..... 48,000 watts RTE Ck wines ; ——_- -——____ — ities 
Tarrant City..... 181,000 148,001 | $329,091 ........ $30,663,000 $18,478,000 $49, 661, 000 124,700 
Sessemer ........ 681,000 557,182 Ree 6 éwanrcne Nevada 
Courtland ........ 16,000 13,000 29,000 ........ EAE WORORS a isiga Kewtnenese $112,909 250,908 ........ 
$1,297,000 $973,999 $2,348,999 ........ New York 
Arkansas New Hyde Park. $165 , 000 $135,000 $300,000 ae 
es . * o ce ” > 
Paragould ....... $100,000 $90,000 $200,000 —-1,000 Plattsburg ...... ___ 286,000 234,000 520,000 1,800 
California $451,000 $369,000 «$820,000 3,200 
Imperial I. D..... $1,518,000 $1,242,000 $2,760,000 14,250 | North Carolina 
SE ORE avices seascadviaes $2,595,000 $5, 766, 750 24,900 
Idaho Ohio 
‘ » ’ » > OTT -) ( TH & 
ee Ras. Serre a $729,000 1,500 | “Wapakoneta ..... $95, 600 50, 400 186,000 1,500 
Illinois | STRUM: oc dsecesk) (Seememnans 320,000 1,125,200 10,000 
os ee $347,000 $130,000 $477,000 2,000 Sandusky ........ 1,085,000 430,000 1,515,000 6,000 
Jacksonville ..... 25 8! 420,0 2,0: a ae aan (oe 
acksonville SI 000 a 189, 000 a 420,000 , 0900 $1.10. 600 $800, 400 $2,826,200 17. 500 
$578,000 $319,000 $897 , 000 4,000 Pennsylvania 
Iowa BEVOTOCOWE: Gackaus. 38050 eees $68,715 $152,700 600 
Seneas eee ee $73 ,000 "as ooo bo South Carolina 
tenes i ease ee _ a Greenwood Co..... $2,195,000 $657,000 $2,852,000 15, 000 
$73,000 $54, 600 $153.000 650 Santee-Cooper ... 5,775,000 225,000 37,500,000 15,000 
Kansas -_ sa : $7,970, 000 $882,000 $40,352,000 30,000 
Hoisington ...... $82,500 $67,500 $150 , 000 670 Sauth Rakota 
Kentucky BRMRUEPOON: oi icine. Kee beens $76,000 $168,770 648 
PESGGICEHOTO 2266 dee ceccse $91,000 $328 .000 1,280 Tennessee 
Michigan Knoxville ......:. 52 ,000 , 000 $600 , 000 $2,600,000 ...... 
Bessemer ........ $108,000 $84,500 $187,500 600 Lewisburg ....... 55,000 45 , 000 100,000 ...... 
Menominee ....... 588500 214° 500 803/000 3.200 Columbia ........ » 112 O00 92,000 204,000 ........ 
Dowagiac ........ 145,000 57,000 202 . 000 900 Chattanooga ..... 2,382,000 1,948,000 4,330,000 ...... . 
; ia eer ot as ya ee TERM ccs wecea 9d ecmureee 3,092 ,000 6,872,000 pects 
826.500 256.( $ 92 Fn = OWRD x sc cccase 33.000 26,000 DOO ksescs ; 
ae $356,000 = $1,192,500 = 4, 700 eee, Ree 135,000 3007000 111... 
Minnesota Lenoir City....... 29,000 23,727 Rete ic ee 
Glenwood Jakase: -ktmee dees $67,909 $150,909 600 SRCRGON 2 ccs scses 364,000 299 , 500 663,500 ...... 
Eveleth Jake ako eu $291,900 125,000 845,000 2.500 DUPOCROTINC Siics sidux as oes 67,050 149,000 ..... 
NRE Se Joie. cet nese 31,455 105,455 450 RMMPOUIIIG: Saccios’ “cacoeves aw 112,500 230,000 ...... 
$291,900 $224,364 $1,101,364 3,550 $4,975,000 $6,440,777 $15,580,227 ........ 
Mississippi Texas 
Starkville ........ $64,844 $53 , 055 $150,900. 0.2... Lower Colo. R. A. $10,500,000 $4,500,000 $20,000,000 67 , 500 
Aberdeen ........ 66 ,000 54,000 | RE ak ok scans 68,200 27,000 95,200 300 
- - —— - - DOME can icerxcsk. Sceeabaere 32,727 72,72 150 
$130,844 $107 , 055 | ie Wlectra .......... 122 ,000 99,818 221,818 600 
Missouri ae - eran eee <Saiaare ee 
Trenton alesse ty niin h a SiN Racg ol $88,000 $315,000 1,300 $10,690,200 $4,659,545 $20,389,745 68,550 
Ca PIOOR. ck hseaeax $71,200 28,800 100, 000 400 Virginia 
SE 6, esas dani 39,000 32,735 71,735 280 Seuth Norfolk... scaveedecs $148,000 $331,000 1,500 
$110,200 $149,535 $486,735 1,980 $61,225,544 $38,412,408 $146,917,808 306,138 
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Vast Utility Construction Program 
Prevented by Strike of Investors 


James F. Owens lays blame for “sitdown” of millions of small investors 


to fear of federal power plan — Says belief exists government planned 
utility distress — Move blocks 1,275,000 jobs for next 5 years 


A vast construction program by the 
utility industry which could provide 
1.275,000 jobs a year for the next 
five years is being prevented by a 
“sitdown” strike by several millions 
of small investors and not by manage- 
ment, James F. Owens, president of 
Oklahoma Gas & Electric Company, 
charged last week. 

Mr. Owens, Southwestern utilities 
leader, former president of the Na- 
tional Electric Light Association and 
a director of the Chamber of Com- 
merce of the United States, expressed 
his views of the present situation in 
an article prepared for the Commerce 
Vagazine of the Chicago Association 
of Commerce. 


Fear government measures 


It was pointed out by Mr. Owens 
that for five years small investors 
have refused to put money into private 
utilities securities. He said that the 
reasons were the threats of govern- 
ment competition, of “disintegration” 
of the industry “by federal law” under 
the “death sentence” of the holding 
company act, of currency inflation and 
of the Administration drive for an 
“original cost” base for rate regu- 
lation. 

New money will not be forthcom- 
ing to unlock one of the largest 
reservoirs readily at hand, Mr. Owens 
said. until the broad base of the in- 
vesting public once again believes in 
the future of private investment in 
utilities and once more ceases to fear 
governmental aggression. The dis- 
cussions between President Roosevelt 
and utility executives was dismissed 
by Mr. Owens as “headline stuff.” 

But for certain factors which act 
as a destructive menace Mr. Owens 
said that “the utility industry today 
would be the safest as well as the 
most lucrative investments available.” 
He declared that investors won’t put 
new money into the industry until 
they are assured that its richest 
markets will not be destroyed by erec- 
tion of “publicly owned plants made 
possible by free gifts of 45 per cent 
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of the cost from Uncle Sam’s capaci- 
ous tax reservoirs, to which they must 
contribute.” 

Should the “death sentence” of the 
utility act be proved constitutional, 
Mr. Owens said, some of the soundest 
and most progressive utility systems 
of the nation will be broken up and 
destroyed. He said that “there exists 
a deeply grounded and widespread 
belief among many thoughtful inves- 
tors that the current utility distress 
has been induced by 
policies of persons high in the gov- 
ernment. It is the belief that an 
attempt has been made to create an 
artificial shortage of power to justify 
further federal construction, 
leading to eventual nationalization of 
the industry.” 

Mr. Owens cited the Administra- 
tion’s proposal of 


deliberately 


pe ywer 


“original costs” 
rather than “fair reproduction value” 
for rate making as another reason 
why investors will not invest in utility 
securities. 

* 


TVA Raises Payroll $500,000 


Announcement has been made by 
the TVA of a new wage and hour 
schedule for 8,000 skilled and un- 


skilled workers, providing a maximum 


40-hour week with overtime pay and 
an approximate increase of 5 per cent 
in wages. The new schedule, an- 
nounced after six weeks of confer- 
ences and negotiations between the 
TVA and the Tennessee Valley Trades 
and Labor Council, will mean an in- 
crease in hourly wages of more than 
$500,000, the Authority stated. Nego- 
tiations concerning the employees 
paid on an annual basis have not 
been completed. The new schedule 
hecame effective January 1. 


Consolidated Edison Sues 


to Regain $2,000,000 Taxes 


Consolidated Edison System has 
filed suits in New York Supreme 
Court to recover $2,350,000 paid to 
the city under protest as taxes and 
penalties under the emergency relief 
laws of 1933 and 1934, which imposed 
a 14 per cent tax on gross receipts of 
utility companies. 

The company claims that the addi- 
tional assessments in question arose out 
of intercompany transactions within 
the system and that income received 
from subsidiary and affiliated corpora- 
tions is not part of its gross income 
as defined in the tax laws. 


Model Home Opened to Public 


Completely equipped with all elec- 
trical conveniences and with the latest 
type of indirect lighting, a new model 
home was recently open for public 
inspection in the Little Mountain sub- 
division at Vancouver, B. C. The home 
was financed and built under the direc- 
tion of the B. C. Electric Railway. 





WINFIELD PLANT—Aerial view of the Winfield, W. Va., hydro plant of Kanawha 


Valley Power Company, American Gas & Electric subsidiary, built under federal 
license, and the government navigation dam and locks. 


The plant, recently starting 


operation initially at reduced head, is designed to develop 26,000 hp. 
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First Phase in Cincinnati Utility 
Anti-Flood Plan Nears Completion 


Electricity users in region to benefit by $15,000,000 program to assure 
increased dependable service — Blackwell expresses confidence in 


economic future — New equipment to be inclosed in giant pit 


Last year when the Ohio and Great 
Miami Rivers, swollen by heavy rains, 
went on a rampage to send many a 
family to higher ground and to bring 
commerce in the surrounding areas 
to a standstill, Hubert C. Blackwell, 
president of Cincinnati Gas & Elec- 
tric Company, saw, as many another 
business executive, the murky river 
water rise to unprecedented heights 
and swallow up plant machinery. 

With the hum of generators silenced 
and homes and factories darkened 
when the floodwaters drowned furnace 
fires, Mr. Blackwell, during those 
hectic days of restoring emergency 
electric service to his customers, be- 
gan to set plans in motion to prevent 
the recurrence of such conditions. 

Now with the flood season nearing, 
Cincinnati Gas & Electric and Union 
















COLUMBIA STATION — Huge turbine 
foundation and condenser pit of the Colum- 
bia power station of Cincinnati Gas & 
Electric (top) and birdseye view of con- 
struction work at the plant under way 
(right). This is part of a $15,000,000 pro- 
gram to assure dependability of service 
even under severe flood conditions 


6 (1/2) 


Light, Heat & Power are completing 
the first phase of a vast $15,000,000 
electrical construction program de- 
signed to benefit every electricity user 
in southwestern Ohio and parts of 
northern . Kentucky near Cincinnati. 
More than $5,000,000 has been spent 
to assure increased dependability of 
service under even the most 
conditions. 


severe 


The project is an imposing vote 
of confidence of the Cincinnati utility 
management in the economic future 
of the region. It is a graphic proof 
that the flood protection program of 
the electric utilities is taking tangible 
form, designed to make sure elec- 
tricity will be available to homes and 
factories even in the unwelcomed visit 
of floods. 


At the located 


station, 


Columbia 


near the junction of the Ohio and 
Great Miami, important changes have 
taken place. Two boilers are being 
installed, each of capacity to generate 
350,000 lb. of steam an hour at 675 |b. 
pressure and at 900 deg. F. A turbo- 
generator, a 65,000-kw. unit, is going 
in, the generator to be totally inclosed 
and the inclosure filled with an atmos- 
phere of hydrogen gas. The use of 
this lightweight gas decreases the 
losses of the machine and prevents 
deterioration of insulation in the 
windings of the generator. Combus- 
tion cannot occur in this atmosphere 
and fire protection of the generator 
is not necessary. 

When the Columbia station was 
dedicated in 1925 it was pronounced 
far in advance of customary power 
plant planning. The new changes put 
it out in front again. 


Equipment floodproof 


In the extension of the switchhouse 
will be installed the new bus section 
and circuit breakers. The bus is so 
constructed that a short circuit be- 
tween busbars cannot occur. These 
circuit breakers are capable of inter- 
rupting a short circuit of 1,500,000 
kva. All the new equipment will be 
flood-proofed to a level 94 feet above 
the 1937 flood. 

One of the most imposing struc- 
tures in the revamping of the station 
is the floodproof condenser pit, sub- 
structure which will support equip- 
ment in excess of 5,000,000 pounds. 
The reinforced concrete cylinder has 
an inside diameter of 70 ft. and walls 


6 ft. thick. The depth from top of the 
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LARGEST OF KIND—This mammoth concrete girder, and twin, each 80 ft. long and 
26 ft. deep. are the largest of their type ever made and will support a 1,350,000-lb. 
turbo-generator at the Cincinnati Gas & Electric Columbia power station 


turbine foundation to the bottom of 
the pit is 81.5 ft. The pad which 
forms the floor is 14 ft. thick. 

An interesting feature of the pit 
construction is that it is sunk into 
the earth in such a way that it forms 
its own retaining wall. The first pour 
is made entirely on top of the earth. 
The bottom has a V-shaped cutting 
edge of steel. As the earth is exca- 
vated within the pit the shell sinks of 
its own weight and the process of 
pouring and digging within continues. 
(he concrete floor of the pit had to be 
poured under water as it was below 
the river level. 

Into the substructure has gone 80,- 
000 sacks of cement and 800 car 
loads. or ten train loads, of sand and 


gravel. The new turbine is expected 
to go into operation early come 
summer. 

> 


14,700 Electrical Factory 
Workers Lost Jobs in Month 


There were 14,700 fewer workers 
employed in electrical machinery, ap- 
paratus and supplies factories in the 
month from mid-October to mid-No- 
vember than in the previous month, 
according to a survey by Miss Frances 
Perkins, Secretary of Labor. 

All manufacturing employment de- 
clined 5.8 per cent in this period, the 
sharpest decline on record for this 
month with the exception of Novem- 
ber, 1920. The electrical industries 
listed were tenth in rank of decline 
in employment. 
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Supreme Court Agrees 
to Review Utility Act 


The United States Supreme Court 
last Monday agreed to review the 
“hand picked” test case against the 
public utility act as brought by the 
SEC against Electric Bond & Share 
and its affiliates. 

The government has been upheld 
by the U.S. District Court for the 
Southern District of New York and 
by the Second District Court of Ap- 
peals as far as the registration pro- 
visions of the act are concerned. The 
courts have not ruled on any other 
phase of the act although the utilities 
have sought a determination of the 
act as a whole. 

Waiving opposition to the plea for 
a writ of certiorari, the Department 
of Justice, in a memorandum sub- 
mitted to the court, asked that doubts 
concerning the validity of the law be 
settled as quickly as possible. 


= 
Merchandise Sales Increase 


Gross merchandise sales by Alabama 
Power Company for November were 
$57,654, to total $1,478,130 for the 
first eleven months, an average gross 
sale per customer of $11.37 for the 
130,050 customers during this period. 
Average annual kilowatt-hour residen- 
tial consumption for the year ended 
November was 1,269, as compared 
with 1,260 for October and 1,133 for 
November, 1936. 


American WaterW orks 
Plan Gets SEC Stamp 


After carefully scanning the plan 
of reorganization which the American 
Water Works & Electric Company, 
Inc., voluntarily presented to the 
SEC when it registered under the 
utility act, the commission last week 
stamped its approval to the proposal 
with but few exceptions. 

The utility is already an integrated 
electric system, with its holdings in 
water and other properties necessarily 
scattered. The changes were for cor- 
porate simplification and satisfied the 
commission. The plan now becomes 
the first submitted and accepted. 

Consummation of the plan (ELEc- 
TRICAL WorRLD September 4, 1937, 
page 3) will leave the company with 
three subsidiaries—West Penn Power, 
Monongahela West Penn Public Serv- 
ice and Potomac Edison, and remove 
it from the “death sentence” provi- 
sions of the utility act. 

The company proposed to raise 
about $51,000,000 to effect the 
changes and an additional $9,000,000 
to be used to finance capital addi- 
tions and improvements. 

The SEC held that the company’s 
holdings in California agricultural 
properties and the Woodbridge Build- 
ing in New York were non-conform- 
ing interests and should be liquidated. 
A “reasonable period of time” was 
given to dispose of them. 

5 


Judges Qualify in Big Suit 


In a “strictly on law” decision Chief 
Justice Carl V. Weygandt of the Ohio 
Supreme Court recently held that 
Franklin County Common Pleas judges 
were qualified to hear a $42,000,000 
damage suit against the Columbia Gas 
& Electric Corporation and six other 
utilities, four of them Ohio affiliates 
of Columbia, charging dilution of nat- 
ural gas sold to Ohio consumers. 

The ruling was made on an affidavit 
of prejudice filed for the Ohio Fuel 
Gas Company, seeking to disqualify the 
lower court judges from hearing the 
case on the ground that they were gas 
consumers and thus had a pecuniary 
interest in the case. 

. 


I.E.S. Lamp Sales Campaign 
In the recent six weeks’ I.E.S. lamp 
prospect activity, 123 employees of the 


Potomac Edison Company sold a total 


of 1,279 lamps. 
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REA Lines Serve 175,000 Farms 


Carmody says families will get electricity from $60,000,000 of lines 
completed or under way — Plan was electrification stimulus 


Approximately 175,000 farm fami- 
lies will receive electric service from 
$60,000,000 worth of rural power 
lines which REA _ borrowers have 
under way or completed by the end of 


1937, according to Administrator 
John M. Carmody. 
Speaking before the American 


Farm Economic Association at At- 
lantic City last week, Mr. Carmody 
pointed out that 50,000 farm families 
are already benefiting from electricity 
brought to them over rural lines built 
by REA borrowers. “REA is bend- 
ing every effort to complete the addi- 
tional construction,” he said. 


Plan aid to utilities 


In the 2} years which have elapsed 
since the Rural Electrification Admin- 
istration was created, Mr. Carmody 
stated, a trained organization has 
been built up and its functions have 
been expanded to meet the needs of 
He added 
that the REA program has provided 
a powerful stimulus to farm electrifi- 
cation by the utilities. 

“In the two years 1933 and 1934 
these utilities electrified a total of 
34,000 farms. In the first 24 years 
of the REA they electrified more than 
300,000 farms, and today one farm in 
every six in this country enjoys some 
of the benefits of electricity. These 
figures afford a measure of the prog- 
ress of rural electrification in recent 
vears.”’ 

Pointing out that the federal gov- 
ernment continues to be faced with 
the problem of providing productive 
employment for the labor 
Mr. Carmody said _ that 
“self-liquidating loans for constructive 
rural electrification projects provide 
productive employment and help to 
stimulate industry at a very modest 
cost to the federal treasury. Further- 
more, for every dollar for rural line 
construction the federal government 
lends the farmer spends another dol- 
lar for wiring his farm and purchas- 
ing appliances.” 

“Some of the projects first financed 
by REA had to pay from 2 to 3 cents 
per kilowatt-hour for wholesale power. 
For many of our projects this cost 
today is 1 cent or lower. Wholesale 


a developing program. 


nation’s 
reservoir, 
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energy is the largest item of cost in 
connection with the operation of these 
rural lines. Inasmuch as 98 per cent 
of this energy is purchased from ex- 
isting private utilities, TVA and a few 
municipals, any reduction in the 
wholesale rate adds greatly to the pay 
out possibilities of these lines.” 


Louisiana Utility Starts Work 
on $1,200,000 Plant Addition 


Construction is under way for the 
addition of 15,000 kw. to the Arsenal 
Hill power station at Shreveport, La.. 
by the Southwestern Gas & Electric 
Company. The plant addition, to cost 
$1,200,000, will be tax exempt for ten 
years under Louisiana law. Present 
capacity at Arsenal Hill is 30,000 kw. 

The new equipment will include a 
15,000-kw. turbo-generator, two boil- 
ers each with 10,000 sq.ft. of heating 
surface, a 20,000-sq.ft. surface con- 
denser and a cooling tower with a 
capacity of 22,000 gal. of water per 
minute. The new work is scheduled 
for completion next September. 


Reach Tax Agreement 


Agreement between the Internal 
Revenue Bureau and the United Gas 
& Electric Corporation has been 
reached on a deficiency income tax 
judgment assessed against the utility 
amounting to $790,806. The question 
hinged upon losses deducted by the 
utility company because of the sale of 
securities in 1932, which was first dis- 
allowed by the government, but has 
now been permitted to stand. 


Ohio Resettlement Project 
to Have Low Electric Rates 


Electric rates at the Greenhills Re- 
settlement Project near Mount 
Healthy, Ohio, will be low enough to 
fit budgets of the $1,000 to $2,000 
annual income group making up its 
tenants, according to Brice Martin, 
public relations director. 

The project will purchase elec- 
tricity from the Cincinnati Gas & 
Electric Company under terms of an 
industrial contract rather than at 





domestic rates prevailing in Cincin- 
nati, Martin stated. A master meter 
will register amount of electricity 
used in the project whose 676 housing 
units are expected to be ready for oc- 
cupancy in the spring. 


Huntley Plant Fire 
Origin Investigated 


Engineers of the Buffalo Niagara 
Electric Corporation, as well as en- 
gineers and investigators from the 
New York Public Service Commission 
and other regulatory bodies, pushed 
forward in their inquiry this week into 
the exact cause of the fire and subse- 
quent explosion in one of the switch- 
ing rooms of the Huntley steam gen- 
erating station, which crippled electric 
service in Buffalo and part of Tona- 
wanda for several hours on December 
28. 

What was termed the most serious 
tie-up of electric service in the history 
of the city began that Tuesday morn- 
ing at 9:22; at 3:05 in the afternoon 
current again began to flow through 
the 60-cycle system, and by 6:27 in 
the evening service restoration was 
complete. Industrial plants and build- 
ings using 25-cycle current were un- 
affected by the power interruption, but 
all 60-cycle lines, serving an estimated 
100,000 homes, as well as_ business 
places and institutions, were without 
service for at least six hours. 

Following restoration of service, the 
utility made this statement to the 
press: 

Flames destroyed equipment in one of 
the two switching rooms ... (and) made it 
necessary to shut down generators while the 
crews fought the fire. Smoke and soot from 
burning oil penetrated the second switching 
room normally in service and into two 
other rooms which house duplicate switching 
equipment held for just such an emergency 

. it was necessary to clean each piece of! 
equipment (from soot) as well as to re- 
arrange damaged circuits before current 
could be turned on safely through these 
duplicate facilities. 

Such a prolonged interruption is difficult 
to understand. The 60-cycle equipment in 
Buffalo was installed only a few years ago 
(1930) and is regarded as one of the most 
modern and efficient systems in the country. 
As soon as our investigation discloses all the 


facts, adequate steps will be taken to prevent 
this from happening again. 


U.G.1. Unit Gets Plant Lease 


Philadelphia City Council last week 
overrode the veto of Mayor S. Davis 
Wilson, thereby renewing the lease of 
the city gas works to a subsidiary of 
the United Gas Improvement Com- 
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pany. The vote was received amid 
cheers and applause. The Mayor had 
threatened to seize the $70,000,000 
gas plant and operate it with “emer- 
gency engineers” in a move to force 


lower rates. 
e 


Standard Gas Unit 
Files in Bankruptcy 


Mountain States Power Company 
filed last week a petition for reor- 
ganization under section 77b of the 
bankruptcy act in the United States 
District Court of Delaware at Wil- 
mington, reciting its inability, although 
otherwise solvent, to meet the matur- 
ity of its first mortgage gold bonds, 
series A 5 per cent and series B 6 per 
cent, totaling $8,182,250, which were 
due January 1. 

An order approving the petition was 
entered by the court, continuing the 
company temporarily in possession of 
its property and fixing January 28 as 
the date for a hearing upon the ques- 
tion of whether the company should 
be retained in possession or trustees 
appointed. The court also authorized 
the company to pay its bond interest. 
which was due January 1. 

The Federal Power Commission had 
recently denied the company authority 
to issue $8,000,000 of 6 per cent first 
mortgage bonds and $700,000 of un- 
secured serial notes to refund matur- 
ing indebtedness. The projected new 
financing by the company had been 
approved, subject to certain condi- 
tions, by the regulatory commission of 
the states of Washington and Oregon. 
in which the company operates, but 
at a final hearing before the FPC the 
government body refused permission 
for the issuance of the securities, say- 
ing in its decision that reorganization 
under Section 77b “will be much less 
than the expense under the refunding 
plan now proposed.” 

Mountain States Power Company is 
a subsidiary of the Standard Gas & 
Electric Company. 

° 


Denies Utility Sale Rumors 


“There are not now, and there never 
have been, any negotiations between 
the Nebraska Power Company and the 
Public Power Districts, or any one 
else, for the purchase of our proper- 
ties, nor is the company interested in 
disposing of its properties,” declared 
J. E. Davidson, president of the util- 
ity, recently. 
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Williams Made Editor 
of “Electrical World” 


Effective as of January 1, S. B. Wil- 
liams, managing editor of ELECTRICAL 
WoRLD, becomes editor, it was an- 
nounced by Howard Ehrlich, execu- 
tive vice-president of McGraw-Hill 
Publishing Company, Inc. 

Mr. Williams first joined the edi- 
torial staff of ELEcTRIcAL WorLD in 
1914, resigning in 1922 to become 
managing editor and later editor of 





Electrical Record. Two years later he 
left that paper to take charge of the 
Electragist as editor and manager. 
In 1928, when the Electragist, since 
known as Electrical Contracting, was 
purchased by the Electrical Trade Pub- 
lishing Company, Mr. Williams  re- 
mained as editor, until his transfer to 
the managing editorship of ELEcTRI- 
cAL WorLpb, December, 1936. 

Mr. Williams received the degree 
of electrical engineer from Princeton 
in 1914, since when he has been con- 
tinuously engaged in the electrical 
publishing business. He is a member 
of the American Institute of Elec- 
trical Engineers and the Illuminating 
Engineering Society. 


Marblehead Adds New Unit 


The municipal lighting department 
of Marblehead, Mass., has completed 
negotiations with the American Loco- 
motive Company for the installation 
next spring of a 6-cyclinder Alco- 
Sulzer Diesel-driven generating unit 
rated at 7.54 kw. and operating at 
277 r.p.m. The unit will deliver 2,300- 
volt, 60-cycle energy to the buses of 
the town plant located on Marblehead 
Harbor, and in general design is simi- 
lar to the 8-cylinder unit recently in- 


stalled by the Hudson, Mass., lighting 
department. Special features of the 
new installation will be designed for 
soundproof operation, with elimination 
of smoke and vibration. 


Swope Says Slump Due 
to Lack of Confidence 


Lack of confidence on the part of 
business and lack of faith in the future 
is responsible for the main disturb- 
ance in the economic order, Gerard 
Swope, president of General Electric 
Company, declared in outlining the 
outlook for 1938, adding that “part 
of which is undoubtedly due to the 
restrictive taxation on business and 
private enterprise.” 

Mr. Swope stated that “there seems 
a distinct hope that there will be a 
revision in the tax on undistributed 
earnings, which will tend to help the 
smaller business man_ particularly, 
and also a revision in the tax on capi- 
tal gains, which now interferes with 
the natural economic flow.” 

If a satisfactory solution is reached, 
Mr. Swope said, and the country is 
placed on a “basis of limiting its ex- 
penditures to its income, with the ab- 
sence of retaliation or reprisal on the 
part of either business or government, 
and indeed with a constructive effort 
and co-operation on the part of both, 
there is no reasan why American 
business should not resume the func- 
tion it has played so well in the past, 
through the mechanization of indus- 
try, of making possible the enjoyment 
of more goods for more people at less 
cost.” 

Mr. Swope pointed out that basic 
conditions are sound, that farmers have 
had bountiful crops, at good prices, 
and there is plenty of food for all our 
people. He also said that the cotton- 
crop has been good and, although 
prices are low, with the improvement 
in methods the profit to the grower is 
greater. 

» 


Alabama Builds New Lines 


Alabama has a total of 5,399.98 
miles of rural electric lines and 23,368 
rural customers in 64 communities, J. 
B. Wilson, agricultural engineer of 
the Alabama extension service, re- 
ports. Statistics revealed that 1,734.43 
miles of rural lines were constructed 
to serve 7,347 customers during the 
past year. 
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Heating Exposition 
Program Formulated 


Increased volume of new building 
activities plus the tendency to recon- 
dition existing structures is reflected in 
the advance support being accorded 
the fifth International Heating and 
Ventilating Exposition, which will be 
held at Grand Central Palace in New 
York City, January 24 to 28, 1938. 
Three floors of Grand Central Palace 
have been reserved. 

Air conditioning will be presented 
in all of its phases. The exposition 
will include exhibits of a complete 
range of fans, blowers, registers and 
grilles for factories, hotels, office 
buildings, dwellings, even for sub- 
ways and ocean liners. 

Control appliances will include in- 
struments of precision for indicating, 
recording and controlling temperature, 
pressure, volume, etc. Insulating group 
will include boiler, conduit and pipe 
covering, fibrous glass, magnesia and 
combinations thereof, and _ electrical 
equipment products exhibited will in- 
clude electric heaters, portable elec- 
tric radiators, motors, transformers, 
switches, control panels. The exposi- 
tion is under the personal direction of 
Charles F. Roth, president Interna- 
tional Exposition Company. More than 
300 manufacturers will exhibit their 
products. 


Orders Hearing Reopened 


Acceding to the request of the State 
of Wisconsin, the Federal Power Com- 
mission has ordered that hearing on 
the proposal of the Wisconsin Public 
Service Corporation to reconstruct the 
power plant and existing timber and 
rock-filled dam at Tomahawk in Lin- 
coln County be reopened January 10 
for the presentation of further evi- 
dence on all matters pertinent to the 
plan. At a hearing held in October 
the state submitted evidence in op- 
position to the commission’s jurisdic- 
tion. 


Wisconsin Deal Authorized 


FPC has authorized the purchase 
of the Northern Paper Mills’ hydro- 
electric generating and _ transmission 
system on the Menominee River in 
Northern Wisconsin by the Wisconsin 
Michigan Power Company and deter- 
mined the transaction to be a merger 
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within the meaning of Section 203(a) 
of the Federal Power Act. The power 
company will purchase the property 
and water rights for $2,350,000 in cash, 
which is to be raised through a bond 
issue of $2,000,000 and through bank 
loans. 


N. Y. Lighting Costs Drop 


New York City’s electric bill for 
1938 will be $549,389 less than for 
1937, Mayor F. H. LaGuardia an- 
nounced following a conference with 
Joseph Goodman, Commissioner of 
Water Supply, Gas and Electricity. 
Mr. Goodman’s department has let 
new contracts for street and building 
lighting and for rental of lighting 
units to the Consolidated Edison Com- 
pany and its affiliates and to the Staten 
Island Edison Corporation. 

The contracts show rate reductions 
aggregating $288,735 on a total esti- 
mated cost of $7,582,864. In addi- 
tion to the costs for lighting, main- 
tenance costs next year will show a 
drop of $260,653, the Mayor said. 


eelings 


American Engineering Council—Annual 
meeting, Mayflower Hotel, Washington, 


D. C., January 13-15. Frederick M. 
Feiker, executive secretary, 744 Jack- 
son Place, Washington, D. C. 
Missouri Valley Electric Association— 
Power sales conference, Muehlebach 
Hotel, Kansas City, Mo., January 20-21. 


Ford Bates, chairman, 
Company, Omaha. 


Nebraska Power 


American Society of Heating & Ventilat- 
ing Engineers—Annual meeting, Grand 
Central Palace, New York, N. Y., Jan- 
uary 24-28. A. V. Hutchinson, secretary, 
51 Madison Avenue, New York, N. Y. 


American Institute of Electrical Engineers 
—Winter convention, New York, N. Y., 
January 24-28. H. H. Henline, national 


secretary, 33 West 39th Street, New 
York, N. X. 
Canadian Electric Association — Annual 


winter conference. Windsor Hotel, Mon- 
treal, Que., January 31-February 1. 


National Electrical Manufacturers Asso- 
ciation—Midwinter meeting, Waldorf- 
Astoria Hotel, New York, N. Y., Febru- 


ary 7-12. W. J. Donald, managing 
director, 155 East 44th Street, New 


York. 


Edison Electric Institute—Prime 
committee, Netherland Plaza 
Cincinnati, Ohio, February 6-7; electri- 
cal equipment committee. Netherland 
Plaza Hotel, Cincinnati, February 7-8; 
transmission and distribution commit- 
tee, Brown Hotel, Louisville, Ky., Feb- 
ruary 9-10. 


movers 
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SEC Weighs Utility 
Accounting Methods 


SEC has under consideration vari- 
ous changes in the accounting prac- 
tices of utility companies which are 
bound to have far-reaching effects on 
their accounting methods. 

Commissioner Robert E. Healy, 
speaking before the annual meeting of 
the American Accounting Association 
held recently in Atlantic City, indi- 
cated that the commission is not satis- 
fied with reproduction appraisals. 

The new form which is under way 
and the accompanying regulations, 
when submitted for criticism, will 
propose the following provisions, if 
present plans are not changed: 


1. That companies organized since Janu- 
ary 1, 1928, give a complete segregation 
of surplus as between (a) paid in surplus, 
(b) surplus arising from revaluation of 
assets, (c) other capital surplus and (d) 
earned surplus. (This does not mean that 
the commission approves revaluations in 
general.) 

2. That for companies organized prior to 
January 1, 1928, the same requirements 
are to be included as at present, except 
that an additional segregation of surplus 
arising from revaluation of assets is in- 
cluded in the headings called for, and if 
there is no segregation, the descriptive cap- 
tion is to indicate all types of surplus in- 
cluded in any combined account. 

3. Under the heading “historical informa- 
tion,’ which is outside the financial mate- 
rial certified by the auditors, there is to 
be required for each of seven years preced- 
ing the three-year period reviewed by the 
auditor a review of the surplus accounts, 
not an analysis thereof and not a review 
of the accounts from which balances were 
transferred to surplus. Some other changes 
from Form A-2 will be suggested. 


Plans $3,250,000 Program 


Southwestern Gas & Electric Com- 
pany contemplates an expenditure of 
about $3,250,000 in improvement of 
service in Louisiana, C. Huffman 
Lewis, attorney for the company, in- 
formed the Louisiana Public Service 
Commission. Expenditure will in- 
clude a proposed addition to Arsenal 


Hill plant in Shreveport at a cost of 
$1.200,000. 


e 
Tax Credit for Cuban Utility 


Overassessments of income and 
profits taxes, totaling $179,521 for the 
years 1913-18, have been determined 
in favor of the Havana (Cuba) Elec: 
tric Railway, Light and Power Com- 
pany by the Bureau of Internal 
Revenue. Of the total, $163,928 re- 
sults from allowance of additional! de- 
ductions for depreciation. 
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Bigger loads mean bigger losses when outages occur. More 
meters stop turning, more customers are inconvenienced. 


That is why operating men are sectionalizing today’s busy 
lines with L-M Reclosing Fuse Cutouts. L-M Reclosing 
Cutouts pay for themselves preventing needless outages. 
On many feeder and customer substations, too, L-M Reclos- 
ing Cutouts provide protection at much lower cost than 
other automatic reclosing circuit-interrupting equipment. 


Get These L-M Features 


Fully Automatic Operation. The dropping action of 
the cartridge when the fuse link blows automatically transfers the 
circuit to the next adjacent fuse. Replacing the blown fuse link 
and returning the re-fused cartridge to its “up” position automat- 
ically restores the cutout to full operating sequence. There is 
nothing to “cock” . . . nothing the lineman must remember to do. 


Bellows Time Delay. An ingenious trouble saver . . . 
this L-M Device insures a time lapse between opening and re- 
ing the circuit, allowing time to clear the fault, preventing 


lless blowing of the second fuse. 


m, Sure Confacts. [L-M Fuse cartridges are positively 
ed in normal position. They cannot drop out of contact 
to vibration. They are “up” till the fuse link blows. 


im Indication. L-M Reclosing Cutouts have only two 
ons . . . . “up” position and dropout position. One 
e tells where re-fusing is needed . . . . no 
sing third or intermediate position. 





Your L-M Representative For Full Details. 
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L-M Tey aD i 

Open Type 
Re-Closing Cutout | 

5000, 7500/12500, 15000 Vol 
50 and 100 Amperes | 









L-M Type “RLO” 
Open Type 
Re-Closing Cutout 
5000, 7500/12500, 15000 V 
50 and 100 Amperes 
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L-M Type “RP” 
Porcelain Housed 
Re-Closing Cutout 
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CONCRETE FOR CHICKAMAUGA SPILLWAY 


of concrete in the spillway section of the TVA’s power dam on the Tennessee River 


Placement of this final bucket 





near Chattanooga marks the completion of the major section of the project. The 


third and last stage will complete the spanning of the present river channel 


SOW BETTER LIGHT, REAP BETTER SIGHT —A totally indirect, 44-foot-candle 
intensity lighting system and air conditioning were included in the modernization 


of International Harvester Company’s headquarters in Chicago. Twice present load 


may be carried without wiring change 





MILL DRIVE — De- 
signed to play an im- 
portant part in steel 
production, this mag- 
net frames and brush 
yokes for a 6,000-kw.. 
600-volt, d.c. motor- 
generator set is being 
built by  Allis-Chal- 
mers for a steel com- 


pany 
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ATTRACTIVE LIGHTING—Commonwealth Edison brightened Chicago’s Loop 
district when it placed a new floodlighting system in service on its building. 
Venetian blinds have been installed in the show windows to minimize reflections 
in the glass. The electric shops on the first floor has been recently modernized 


to add to their attractiveness 


DRIVING WEDGES — Inserting 


wedges in wound stationary armature AIR CONDITIONING — Installation 
for a synchronous machine, “6000- of this 40-hp. unit for air conditioning 
frame series,” in the shops of the the basement of the plant of the Tab- 

General Electric Company let & Ticket Company of Chicago, 


allowed removal of the presses to the 


basement and released the second floor 


for expansion of production facilities 


4 LARGE ORDER 
One of three 5.000- 
kva., 13.800/2.400-volt, 


60-cycle, oil-immersed, 





self-cooled power 
transformers supplied 
by American Trans- 
former Company to 
Walsh Construction 
Company for operat- 
ing machinery for con- 
struction of the 
Queens (N.Y.) Mid- 
Town Vehicular Tun- 


nel 
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TH New Year’s week falls 3.3% under 
4 vear ago—Continues sag 
of Christmas week 


With an output tentatively _ re- 
ported as 2,000,000,000 kw.-hr., ac- 
cording to the Edison Electric Insti- 
tute. operations of the electric light 
and power industry during the week 
ended January 1 fell 3.3 per cent 
short of matching the week that in- 
cluded New Year’s day a year ago, 
incidentally beginning 1938 below the 
level of any week in 1937. No 
regional allocation of changes was 
announced. 

Superseding the preliminary figure 
for the week of December 25, the 
final output figure is 2,085,186,000 
kw.-hr., 0.2 per cent more than in 
Christmas week of 1936. The best 
relative gain was in New England, 
down only 4 per cent, against 12 per 
cent under 1936 a month ago. For 
the first time since the autumn of 
1934 the figures for the Rocky 
Mountain region, responsive to ac- 
tivity in metal-mining, show a de- 

























crease from the preceding year. 


Weekly Output, Millions of Kw.-Hr. 


1938 1936 1935 
Jan. 1...2,000! Dec. 26..2,081 Dec. 28. .1,847 
1937 


Dec. 25...2,085 Dec. 19..2,275 Dec. 21..2,002 
Dec. 18...2,202 Dec. 12..2,278 Dec. 14..1,983 
Dec. 11...2,196 Dec. 5..2,244 Dec. 7..1,970 
Dec. 4...2,153 Nov. 28..2,134 Nov. 30..1,877 
Nov. 27...2,065 Nov. 21..2,196 Nov. 23..1,952 


1 Subject to correction. 


Virginia Output Up; 
| Holtzclaw Sees Drop 


In a recent statement Jack G. Holtz- 
claw, president of the Virginia Elec- 
tric & Power Company, announced 
that combined output of all the power 
plants of the company for the year 
1937 was approximately 665,000,000 
kw.-hr.. representing an increase of 
almost 70,000,000 kw.-hr. over the 
preceding year. “During the first nine 
months.” Mr. Holtzclaw said, “station 
output showed a steady increase over 
previous years, but during the last 
quarter dropped off considerably be- 
cause of the business recession, which 
tesulted in curtainment of operations 
of many plants and factories which 
use electric power. 

“Viewing the future from the out- 
look of present conditions, the com- 
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Output Dips Again 


WEEKLY 
OUTPUT 
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Per Cent Change from Previous Year 
Week Ending 








Region Jan. 1 Dec. 25 Dec. 18 
New England......... —4.1* —7.8 
Middle Atlantic..... + 2.1* + 0.4 
Central Industrial... .. —50* —6.8 
West Central.........  . +2.1* —1.0 
Soutaern States..... ag —2s* —1.0 
Roc'sy Mountain......  . — 0.5* + 2.5 
WO cc cakes ; + 1.4* + 0.1 

United States..... — 3 3* + 0.2* — 3.3 


*4 djusted for holiday conditions. 


pany’s construction program for 1938 
is expected to be much smaller and 
operating results to show a_ sub- 
stantial decline under those of 1937.” 


Date Set for Merger Hearing 


Federal Power Commission has 
ordered that a hearing be held Janu- 
ary 24 on an application of the Port- 
land General Electric Company seek- 
ing authority to absorb through 
merger five of its underlying and 
wholly owned subsidiaries. The com- 
panies involved in the proposal are 
the Yamhill Electric Company, Mol- 
lala Electric Company; Electric Sup- 
plies and Contracting Company; 
Electric Appliance & Construction 
Company and the Clackamas Power & 
Irrigation Company. 

The plan of merger, in brief, pro- 
vides that the Portland company shall 





receive all of the assets and assume 
all of the liabilities of the five cor- 
porations and that all of the stock and 
securities of the five subsidiaries shall 
be surrendered and cancelled and the 
five companies dissolved. 


Community Public Service 
Breakdown Cuts Power Use 


A breakdown at the plant of the 
Community Public Service Company 
at Columbus, Ky., has made it neces- 
sary that current in private homes be 
cut off a few hours each night for 
the next few weeks until repairs can 
be made. Power facilities at the plant 
were cut approximately 50 per cent 
when the crankshaft of a large Diesel 
engine broke. private 
homes was interrupted in order to 
supply current at night for the busi- 
ness section. 


Service in 


Customers in Russel Springs and 
Jamestown also are affected, as the 
plant furnishes the current. 


Cuts Rates in Rural Areas 
increase the use of 
electricity for farm and domestic pur- 
poses in the rural areas, electric light 
rates for the Fraser Valley area of 
British Columbia and the municipal- 
ities of Burnaby and North and West 
Vancouver have been reduced by the 
B. C. Electric Railway Company. 
Effective as of January 1, the new 
schedule calls for 5 cents per kilowatt- 
hour, charged on the first 30 kw.-hr. of 
energy consumed in a house of 1,000 
If the 


floor area is in excess of this figure 


Designed to 


sq.ft. or less in floor area. 


the number of hours on this step is 
graduated slightly higher. After the 
30 kw.-hr. at 5 cents only 200 kw.-hr. 
will be charged at 2 cents, and all 
additional energy at 1 cent per kilo- 
watt-hour. 

° 


Receipted Bills as Gifts 


Two northern Ohio communities re- 
ceived Christmas gifts of their De- 
cember electric light 
when municipal plants in Wellington, 
Ohio. and Oak Harbor, Ohio, sent 
customers receipted bills for December. 
In Wellington the bills totaled more 
than $5,000 and the board announced 
a reserve fund of more than $42,000, 
following the completion of the most 
successful year in the more than 40 
years of operation. 


consumption 
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General Electric Elects 
N. R. Birge Vice-President 


Nathan R. Birge, assistant to the 
president of the General Electric Com- 
pany since 1927, has been elected a 
vice-president of the company. Mr. 
Birge will be located in Schenectady, 





where he has carried on his duties 
in the past. 

Mr. Birge entered the employ of 
General Electric in 1900, following 
his graduation from Worcester Poly- 
Institute. In 1902 he was 
transferred to the former supply de- 
partment of the company, later be- 
coming manager of the street lighting 
section. 


technic 


He was named assistant man- 
ager of the supply department in 1923, 
and later that year was transferred to 
the executive department. 


P Lestey C. Pau, for the past five 
years manager of the Westinghouse 
Electric & Manufacturing Company’s 
press bureau at East Pittsburgh, has 
been transferred to Springfield, Mass.. 
representing the East Springfield and 
Chicopee Falls plants and the district 
sales office of the company in their re- 
lations to the local press, and also in 
charge of press relations and promo- 
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tion of the company’s radio stations. 
His headquarters will be in the radio 


division plant at Chicopee Falls, 
Mass. Mr. Paul was at one time as- 
sociated with the editorial staff of 
Electric Railway Journal (now Tran- 
sit Journal), a McGraw-Hill publica- 
tion. He joined the advertising de- 
partment of Westinghouse at East 
Pittsburgh in 1920. 


> Jupson E. Hoivanp has been ap- 
pointed general manager and assistant 
to the executive vice-president of the 
Pacific Electric Manufacturing Cor- 
poration, San Francisco. Mr. Holland 
has been with the corporation since 
1916 and has occupied various posi- 
tions, tending to familiarize himself 
with all details of the corporation’s 
activities. F. A. M. Jones has been 
appointed superintendent to succeed 


Mr. Holland. 


> Sumer C. Riper, who has been a 
of the New York district 
publicity section for the past six years, 
has joined the staff of the General 
Electric Home Bureau in New York, 
where he will henceforth be associated 
with advertising and promotional ac- 
tivities. 


member 


>» F. H. Crappock of Centralia, Wash., 
has been appointed chief of the rate 
section of the Rural Electrification 
Administration, to succeed H. Zinder, 
who has been transferred to the Fed- 
Mr. Crad- 
dock served for several years as chief 
engineer of the State of Washington 
Department of Public Works, at 
Olympia, and was employed as valu- 
ation and rate engineer by several 
Northwest utility companies. He en- 
tered federal government service in 
1935, making cost studies for the Fed- 
eral Communications Commission un- 
til October, 1936, when he joined the 
staff of REA as assistant chief of the 


rate section. 


eral Power Commission. 


ABOUT PEOPLE 


Edison G. E. Appliance Names 
J. C. Sharp Chief Engineer 


Announcement of the appointment 
of John C. Sharp as chief engineer of 
the Edison General Electric Appliance 
Company, Inc., of Chicago has been 
made by A. D. Byler, vice-president 
and general manager of the company. 
He succeeds the late C. P. Randolph. 

Mr. Sharp brings to his new posi- 
tion an extensive experience. Before 
joining the engineering staff of Hot- 
point, Mr. Sharp had served succes- 
sively as machinist with the Weirton 
Steel Company, Weirton, W. Va.; 
superintendent of construction, ex- 
perimental station, University of Il- 
linois; mechanical engineer with the 
Continental Rubber Company _ in 


Mexico, and as engineer in the tech- 


of the 


Standard Oil 


nical division 





Underwood & Underwood 


Company of Indiana, in Chicago. He 
has also served for short periods of 
time in coal mining, 
plants and machine shops. 

He joined Edison General Electri¢ 
Appliance Company in 1925 as an 
assistant engineer in the range engi 
neering division. In 1936 he was ap 
pointed head of the range engineering 
division. 


automotive 
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V. H. Moon Leaves Middle 
West to Join New Service Unit 
V. H. Moon, formerly vice-president 
of the Middle West Service Corpora- 
tion, has joined the Central Service 
Corporation, Chicago, as vice-president 
in charge of business development. 
Central Service Corporation 


far 


was 









ihe a 


formed recently by D. C. Green, fol- 
lowing his resignation from the presi- 
dency of Middle West Corporation. 

Mr. Moon has been with the Middle 
West properties since 1932, when he 
became associated with the receivers of 
the Middle West Utilities Company as 
director of commercial activities. He 
had been sales manager of the Pacific 
Power & Light Company, Portland, 
Ore. The early stages of his career 
were spent with H. M. Byllesby & 
Company, but after the war he entered 
the employ of the Pacific Power & 
Light Company, serving in various 
capacities until 1922, when he was ap- 
pointed to supervise the company’s 
appliance-selling activities with head- 
quarters in Portland. In 1931 he 
was appointed sales manager. 


>Cuartes Y. FREEMAN has_ been 
elected general counsel of the Com- 
monwealth Edison Company, Chicago, 
an office created at a recent meeting 
of the board of directors. Mr. Free- 
man will act as chief consulting offi- 
cer of the company in all legal mat- 
lers and subject to the board of 
directors and the chairman will have 
general control of all matters of legal 
Import. In the absence or disability 
of the chairman the powers and duties 
of the chairman will be performed 
by the general counsel. Mr. Freeman 
will retain his association with 
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Messrs. Wilson & McIlvaine, who will 
continue their relationship as counsel 
for the company. 


> Frep W. STEvENs has been elected 
president for 1938 of the Electrical 
Association of New Orleans. Rudolph 
Viener, Jr., has been named executive 
vice-president; I. W. Tufts, treasurer; 
George J. Segel, secretary, and Wil- 
liam E. Clement, director of publicity. 


> Georce F. A. Mackay has been ap- 
pointed sales manager of the electrical 
household appliance division of the 
Canadian Radio Corporation, Ltd. Mr. 
Mackay was formerly managing direc- 
tor of the Thor Canadian Company 
for six years. Canadian Radio holds 
exclusive manufacturing and distribu- 
ting rights in Canada for all products 
of the Norge division of Borg Warner 
Corporation and Apex Electric Manu- 
facturing Company. 


OBITUARY 


Norman T. Wilcox 


Norman T. Wilcox, for many years 
associated with the Stone & Webster 
interests as a company manager and 
load building engineer at Boston 
headquarters, died December 31 at 
Melvin Village, N. H., following an 
operation. His connection with the 
Stone & Webster Service Corporation 
terminated a few years ago, and fol- 
lowing his removal to New Hamp- 
shire he became interested in consult- 
ing work, being retained by the Pub- 
lic Service Commission of that state. 

Mr. Wilcox was known throughout 
the industry for his constructive work 
in commercial lines and was a na- 
tional authority on electric water heat- 
ing, having served as chairman of the 
commercial national section of the 
National Electric Light 
and as chairman of that association’s 
national water heating 
His contributions to systematic and 
economic load-building practice gave 
him an outstanding reputation, and 
his championship of heavy-duty serv- 
ice and long-range scheduling in do- 
mestic utility business, in association 
with Davis M. DeBard of Stone & 
Webster, has influenced not only these 
properties but many others in the di- 
rection of planned expansion based 
on market analysis. 

Mr. Wilcox’s activities with Stone 
& Webster covered a wide range, in- 
cluding the former management of 


Association 


committee. 
























































properties at Lowell, Brockton and 
Pawtucket and sales managership of 
the Mississippi River Power Company. 
In 1923 he was transferred to Boston 
to assist in the development of sales 
organization and policies for Stone & 


Webster. 
* 


William B. Head 


William B. Head, prominently iden- 
tified with the public utility industry 
in Texas and chairman of the Texas 
Power & Light Company, died Decem- 
ber 21 in Dallas, as the result of 
pneumonia. He was 64 years of age. 

Mr. Head was born in Holly 
Springs, Ark., 64 years ago. He went 
to Texas in 1895 and after engaging 
in teaching for three years he organ- 
ized what known as the Head 
Telephone Company. In 1900 he en- 
gaged in the electric light and power 
and ice business at Grandview and in 
1905 acquired control of the Stephen- 
ville Light & Water Company. He 
became associated with Colonel 
Strickland in 1910, serving as general 
superintendent of the lighting proper- 
ties owned by the Strickland interests 
at that time. Later he was one of the 
incorporators of the Texas Power & 
Light Company, to which he sold his 
electrical Mr. Head was 
active in the acquisition of all proper- 
ties of the Texas Power & Light Com- 
pany and became vice-president of the 
Dallas Power & Light Company and 
the Dallas Railway Company when 
the properties were taken over by the 
Strickland Subsequently 
he was made vice-president of the 
Texas Power & Light Company and 
in 1921 chairman of the board. In 
1935 he retired as chairman of the 
board of the Dallas Power & Light 


Company, but served until his death 


was 


interests. 


interests. 


as a consultant. 
- 

> James C. BENNETT, formerly vice- 
president of the Westinghouse Electric 
& Manufacturing Company, died in 
Stamford, Conn., January 4, of pneu- 
monia. Mr. Bennett was 69 years old. 
He joined Westinghouse five months 
after that company was organized as 
an assistant to the auditor. He became 
auditor in 1898 and eleven years later 
was appointed to the newly created 
office of controller. In 1927 he was 
made a vice-president, which office he 
held until his retirement five 
ago. For a number of years he was a 
director of the Bryant Electric Com- 
pany, Bridgeport, Conn. 


years 
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Ilg Electric Votes 
Profit-Sharing Plan 


Board of directors of Ilg Electric 
Ventilating Company at its December 
meeting voted a yearly profit sharing 
of 8 per cent which applies to all em- 
ployees who have been with the com- 
pany six months and longer. Under 
the plan the profit sharing becomes 
cumulative based on years of service, 
so that a two-year employee gets 5 per 
cent extra of the bonus, and this in- 
creases up to 50 per cent extra for 
eleven-year employees. This means, 
therefore, that all employees who 
have been with the company eleven 
years or longer will receive 12 per 
cent of their yearly salaries. 

This profit sharing is given to em- 
ployees in the form of an interest bear- 
ing certificate which matures in ap- 
proximately fourteen months. At that 
time the certificate is payable in cash 
or it can be left on deposit with the 
company. Further, from time to time 
the company has made it possible for 
employees to purchase stock with 
profit-sharing certificates. The plan 
this year affects approximately 300 em- 
ployees. 


Sturtevant Awarded Order 
for Equipment for Tunnel 


B. F. Sturtevant Company, Boston, 
has been awarded a $300,000 contract 
for ventilating equipment for the 
Queens midtown tunnel, New York 
City. The tunnel will use 46 motor- 
driven “Silentvane” fans with a total 
capacity of 178 tons per minute and 
providing a complete change of air 
Ole Singstead is 
chief engineer and Alfred B. Jones 
chairman of the New York City Tun- 
nel Authority. 

The Sturtevant company has also 
received a contract from the Boston 


every 85 seconds. 
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Company for economizer 
equipment to replace used apparatus 
in connection with four normal pres- 
sure boilers at the L Street generat- 
ing station. The Queens Tunnel con- 
tract is the fifth major vehicular 
tunnel ventilating job awarded to this 
manufacturer. 


Manufacturers Move 
Plants to Illinois 


Two Minneapolis manufacturing 
companies, the Waters-Genter division 
of the McGraw Electric Company and 
Tropic-Aire, Inc., are moving their 
plants to Illinois within the next few 
months. G. M. Waters, vice-president 
of the McGraw Electric Company, 
stated that his company will move 
to a new plant it has constructed 
at Elgin, about April. 1. The plant 
has employed between 700 and 800 
persons with a payroll of upward 
of $500,000 a year. “We are out of 
the center of things here and under a 
transportation handicap,” Mr. Waters 
said. “That and other elements in the 
situation in Minneapolis led us to 
build the new plant at Elgin, when 
we outgrew our Minneapolis quarters.” 

Tropic-Aire, Inc.. began moving its 
plant to Chicago recently and expects 
to finish production in Minneapolis 
early this month. The company has 
employed between 700 and 800 men 
with a payroll of more than $500,000 
a year. 

. 


G. E. Gets Tanker Order 


General Electric Company has ob- 
tained a contract for propelling ma- 
chinery for a second turbo-electric 
18,500-ton welded tanker to be built 
for the Atlantic Refining Company 
by the Sun Shipbuilding & Dry Dock 
Company. The contract includes both 
the turbines and the electric drive. 


AND 


MARKETS 





Refrigerator Sales 
Advance in November 


Domestic sales of electrical house- 
hold refrigerators by manufacturers 
to distributors and dealers during the 
month of November totaled 83,463 
units, valued at $7,466,075, compared 
with 71,221 units, valued at $5,996, 
064, in November, 1936, according to 
an announcement made by the Na- 
tional Electrical Manufacturers Asso- 
ciation. Domestic sales during the 
eleven months ended November 
amounted to 2,101,454 units, valued 
at $179,698,354, against 1,780,259 
units, valued at $144,176,381, for the 
eleven months ended November, 1936. 

World sales in November totaled 
92,425 units, valued at $8,159,669, 
compared with 78,065 units, valued 
at $6,471,359, in November, 1936. 
World sales during the eleven months 
ended November amounted to 2.281, 
527 units, valued at $193,254,079, 
compared with 1,941,539 units. valued 
at $155,975,497, for the eleven months 
ended November. 1936. 


ft 
New Lincoln Electric Office 


Lincoln Electric Company, Cleve- 
land, has opened a sales and engineer- 
ing office at 412 Title Building. At 
lanta, Ga.. under the management of 
Robert Daniels. In addition to sup- 
ply service on arc-welding equip- 
ment, together with electric motors, 
the office will offer free consultation 
service on any problem relative to us 
of welding in manufacturing. com 
struction or maintenance. 


1937 Cable Shipments Gain 


Domestic shipments of lead-covertd 
cable in 1937 will amount to aroune 
85,000 tons, as compared with 46,97: 
tons in 1936 and 26,423 in 1935, a 
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suming shipments for December total 
5,000 tons. Shipments during Novem- 
ber were 4,926 tons, compared with 
6,366 for October, and brought the 
total for the first eleven months to 
80,740 tons, according to figures by 
the American Bureau of Metal Statis- 
tics. 
o 


Manufacturers Make 
Sales Assignments 


Electrical manufacturing companies 
have recently made the following ap- 
pointments to their sales staffs: 


Illinois Electric Porcelain Company has 
appointed G. A. Fischer, manufacturers rep- 
resentative, to cover the state of Indiana. 

Copperweld Steel Company has added 
George P. Muenow to its engineering sales 
staff in Chicago. 

Frigidaire—E. L. Williams, manager of 
the Los Angeles district. Fred M. Davison 
has been appointed district manager of the 
branch established in Nashville, Tenn., on 
January 1. 

Nash-Kelvinator Corporation, Kelvinator 
Division—J. L. Conover heads as manager 
new factory branch in Chicago. S. Nides 
has been appointed sales manager of the 
new branch. Harry C. Mealey succeeds 
Mr. Conover as western regional manager of 
household appliances. Five new commercial 
distributors have recently been appointed: 
Auto Electric Service Company, Manchester, 
N. H.; Allen Distributing Company, Lima, 
Ohio; Robinson’s, Inc., Columbus, Ohio; 
Electric Construction & Supply Company, 
Oswego, N. Y., and Florida Sales Corpora- 
tion, Miami, Fla. 

o 


Dividend and Bonus Paid 


A cash dividend of $3 a share was 
paid on December 24 to stock of rec- 
ord of December 15 by the Standard 
Transformer Company. W. F. Parker, 
president, announced that the 
board had voted to pay a bonus of 
7} per cent to all employees. 


also 


Corporation Changes Name 


Revolite Corporation, New Bruns- 
wick, N. J., has announced that a 
change of name took effect on Janu- 
ary 1. The corporation will now be 
known as Industrial Tape Corpora- 
tion, New Brunswick. 


a 


New York Metal Prices 
Dec. 27, 1937 Jan. 4, 1938 


Cents per Cents per 

C / . Pound Pound 

Opper electrolytic. ..... 10.125* 10.125* 
ioe Am. S. & R. price. . 4.75 4.75 
Ni BOS Clee ene read 13.75 13.75 
Nickel ingot............ 35.00 35.00 

BN a ee kL te 5.35 5.35 

in Straits... . 1... ..... 42.00 41.625 
Aluminum, 99 percent... 20.00 20.00 


* Delivered Connecticut Valley. 


a 
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Field Reports on Business 


Checkup on Christmas and post-holiday trade indicates business held up 


well in the face of disturbing conditions. Heavy equipment orders continue 


to shrink, with general business spotty. Leaders are awaiting definite 


action of the Administration before putting prospective plans in operation. 


NEW YORK 


Review of the holiday and post holi- 
day trade indicate that business held up 
well in the face of disturbing factors. 
Orders for heavy equipment continued to 
shrink and are not expected to show much 
improvement until more settled conditions 
prevail. 

The President’s speech this week, while 
tempered in contrasts to recent attacks on 
business by government officials, failed to 
treat specifically with the business reces- 
sion and what steps would be taken to 
stimulate a revival of trade. The reaction 
of many industrial leaders was that cau- 
tion must still be exercised in planning 
for the future. 

The decision of the Supreme Court in 
upholding PWA loans and grants to mu- 
nicipalities is expected to result in a flood 
of orders for transmission and distribution 
equipment as plants get under way in the 
near future. 

Unless utilities change present construc- 
tion budget estimates the industry will 
spend about as much this year as in 1937. 
A great deal of building is under way and 
more is due to start early in the spring. 
With industrial power use dropping off 
utilities are pressing plans in load build- 
ing to keep generating capacity in opera- 
tion. 

Because so much hand-to-mouth buying is 
taking place now trade at best is only 
spotty. Every effort is being made _ by 
retail outlets to reduce inventories by at- 
tractive special sales. 


PACIFIC COAST 


The final word on Pacific Coast holiday 
business is that heavy reordering and spe- 
cial concentration brought dealers’ and 
wholesalers’ volume about 10 per cent above 
the previous year. A widespread marking- 
time attitude is noticeable and also the 
apathy which a declining market in elec- 
trical staples always produces, although 
several major public projects are now in 
the buying stage. The San Francisco ex- 
position has bought about $10,000 of Park 
cable for its distribution system and is in 
the market for several carloads of fiber 
conduit. 

New steel bookings are the best since 
July. The city of Glendale has bought 
$24,500 of weatherproof wire and varnished 
cambric cable. Los Angeles has awarded 
$26,625 for 25,000 ft. three-conductor 2,300- 
volt No. 2/o cable and is in the market 
for two carloads of steel strand. 

Power apparatus purchases, especially of 
stock sizes of transformers, are good be- 
cause of extensions in settled districts and 
in unsettled areas by the REA. The larg- 
est project recently awarded covers 600 
miles in the Imperial Valley, the chief 
items being $79,658 for poles, $48,734 for 
aluminum wire, $32,292 for hardware and 
$12,487 for insulators. Despite large con- 
tracts placed for Boulder power house by 
the government, the largest machinery 
orders recently reported cover four 10,000- 
kva. transformers, value $90,000, for the 
San Joaquin Power & Light Corporation 
and $80,000 covering three circuit breakers, 
15,000 volts, with three reactors and three 


sets of cells and switches for the Pacific 
Gas & Electric Company's new turbine 
installation in Oakland. 


NEW ENGLAND 


There was little interest in buying elec- 
trical equipment in this district during the 
holiday season of the past week. The be- 
ginning of another year finds New Eng- 
land eager to continue buying electrical 
supplies despite a rather wide scale of 
cancellations of orders placed during the 
past month. In the opinion of prominent 
manufacturers in this area, the present 
stagnation in buying is by no means per- 
manent and curtailments in the progress 
of many projects planned in this area 
await only a clearer political horizon. 

Central Maine Power has begun prelimi- 
nary construction of a 7,000-kw. hydro de- 
velopment at Solon. Cofferdam and under- 
water work will cost about $390,000 and 
the completion of the plant about $1,000,000 
more, continuance of the project depend- 
ing on satisfactory business improvement 
in the spring. Recently closed after pend- 
ing for some time is a $300,000 contract 
awarded to B. F. Sturtevant & Company, 
Hyde Park. This contract is for ventilating 
equipment to be used in the Queens mid- 
town tunnel under the East River, New 
York. An important Boston contract award 
was one for $6,474, covering a Worthing- 
ton 270-hp. centrifugal pump for the Calf 
Pasture sewerage station. This is to be 
motor-driven. 

Budgets for electrical supplies are being 
prepared by municipalities in this district. 
Holiday sales of merchandise held about 
even with last year’s level. Outstanding in 


merchandising records is the passing of 
sales quotas for ranges, refrigerators and 
water heaters by central stations serving 


the state of Vermont. 


CHICAGO 


Signs of a change for the better in the 
business situation were not conspicuous as 
the new year opened, but there were sev- 
eral indications that fundamental conditions 
were healthier. One of the most encourag- 
ing developments presents itself in the 
steel industry, where production figures 
call for considerable expansion. This ap- 
peared to signify that there is a need for 
raw materials to meet current demand. 

Retail trade came through the holidays 
with a better record than many had ex- 
pected, averaging approximately 5 per cent 
under the 1936 level. Holiday sales of elec- 
trical appliances were especially good in 
the face of a generally lower volume of 
buying. 

Industrial activity was further curtailed 
during the last week of the year. Utility 
buying is at a low level, but is expected 
to rise sharply at the first positive sign of 
improvement in conditions. Extensive pro- 
grams for expansion have been budgeted 
for 1938 and indications of a need for 
greater capacity will find these plans being 
fulfilled. 

Sales of electrical apparatus are slow, 
heavy machinery being particularly quiet. 
The building of several new factories has 
resulted in some sizable orders for lighting 
equipment, one manufacturer reporting a 


sale of 1,200 units. 
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Utility Stocks Show Strength 


Price Trend of 37 Power and 
Light Common Stocks 
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Utility stocks seemed little affected by the adverse decisions of the Supreme Court 
this week, showing increases on Tuesday following a lull just preceding the holiday. 


-” 


“Electrical World” index, 26.8; previous week, 27.0; corresponding week a year 
ago, 39.1 


Public Offering Made 
of $6,425,000 Issues 


Last week a public offering of 
$5,625,000 of first mortgage bonds, 
41% per cent series of 1947, and $800.,- 
000 of serial notes due 1939 to 1943 
of St. Joseph Railway, Light, Heat & 
Power Company found ready invest- 
ment demand. The bonds were 
priced at 9914 and the notes to yield 
from 3 to 414 per cent. 

At the same time the utility sold 
$1,575,000 serial income notes due 
1939 to 1948 and $300,000 par value 
of preferred stock to an affiliated com- 
pany. 

With the proceeds of the public 
and private financing the company 
will liquidate $5,000,000 bank loans 
incurred in meeting November 1, 
1937, maturity of a like amount of 
first mortgage 5s, and will redeem on 
July 1, at 10214, $625,000 first and 
refunding 5s, due 1946 and purchase 
$1,702,000 first and refunding 5s due 
1946 from an affiliate. The balance 
will be applied to reduce short term 
borrowing to finance new equipment 
and additions. 


Maryland Issues Approved 


Eastern Shore Public Service Com- 
pany of Maryland has been authorized 
by the state Public Service Commis- 
sion to issue and sell $800,000 of re- 
funding bonds and 2,855 shares of 
common stock. The order approved the 
acquisition of such bonds and stocks 
by the Eastern Shore Public Service 
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Company of Delaware for deposit 
under its first mortgage and first lien. 
The companies had asked authority 
for $1,100,000 of bonds and 3.500 


shares of stock. 
. 


Utilities Announce 
Dividend Payments 


Among the electric light and power 
companies that have recently an- 
nounced the payment of dividends on 
arrears and extra dividends are the 
following: 


Southwestern Light & Power Company, 
quarterly dividend of $1.124 per share on 
the $6 cumulative preferred stock, paid De- 
cember 18 to stockholders of record Novem- 
ber 30. A dividend of 62% cents per share 
was also declared on the $6 cumulative pre- 
ferred as a payment on the dividend ac- 
cumulations in arrears, paid December 18 to 
stockholders of record November 30. 

Northern Indiana Public Service Com- 
pany, dividends on arrears of 874 cents, 
75 cents and 684 cents, respectively, on the 
7 per cent, 6 per cent and 53 per cent pre- 
ferred stocks, together with quarterly divi- 
dends of $1.75, $1.50 and $1.37% respec- 
tively on these issues. 

American Public Service Company, $1.75 
a share on 7 per cent preferred stock, paid 
December 16 to holders of record Decem- 
ber 4. Except for a distribution of $1.25 a 
share on December 9, 1936, no dividends 
have been paid on this issue since 1932. 
Arrears after the announced distribution will 
be $37.25 a share. 

Arkansas-Missouri Power Corporation, an 
initial dividend of 25 cents a share on the 
common. 

Montana-Dakota Utilities Company, 10 
cents a share on the common stock and 
regular dividends of $1.50 a share on the 
6 per cent preferred and $1.25 a share on 
the 5 per cent preferred. All were paid 
December 23 to stockholders of record De- 
cember 15. This is the first common divi- 
dend to be paid by the company. 

Shawinigan Water & Power Company, 
extra dividend of 5 cents per share on the 


common in addition to the usual quarterly 
dividend of 20 cents per share. Both divi- 
dends are payable February 15 to stock- 
holders of record January 25. 


Michigan Utility Files 
Bond Issue with SEC 


Registration statement covering an 
issue of $9,000,000 of first mortgage 
bonds, series of 1937, due November 
1, 1967, has been filed by the Con- 
sumers Power Company, subsidiary of 
Commonwealth & Southern, with the 
Securities and Exchange Commission. 
Proceeds from the sale are to be used 
to pay for or to reimburse the com- 
pany’s treasury for property additions 
made or to be made subsequent to 
January 1, 1937. 

It was stated by the company that 
the Michigan Public Service Commis- 
sion has been petitioned to authorize 
the issuance and sale of $12,000,000 
bonds on the basis of net capital addi- 
tions of about $16,000,000 made dur- 
ing 1937 and to be made immediately 
thereafter. 

The Michigan commission author- 
ized the issuance and sale of the $12,- 
000,000 of bonds, but provided that 
the bonds to be issued and sold should 
in no event exceed $9,000,000 until 
further analysis and an order from the 


commission. 
* 


Rehearing Request Denied 


New York Public Service 
mission has denied the petition of the 
Orange & Rockland Electric Company 
seeking a rehearing on a recent order 
refusing authority to issue $581,400 
par amount of 5 per cent cumulative 
preferred stock. Proceeds were to be 
used to retire an equal amount of 
6 per cent cumulative preferred shares. 


Com- 





Earnings Reports (Utilities) 





Net Income 


1937 1936 

*Engineers Pub. Serv. a 

ee $3,783,973 $2,878,800 
*Eastern Util. Associ- ‘ool 

MERE Ecce sn Ginires 1,740,671 1,872,783 
*Kansas City Pwr. , 

ee eae is ete clack 4,433,474 4,689,306 
+Philadelphia Co. and 

RSS rere 8,108,202 


10,378,134 


3,644,358 45 
2'627,724 2,015,584 


*+Duquesne Light...... 
*The Montana Power 

Co. and subs... : 
*Carolina Power & Lt. 
*Utah Pwr. & Lt. and 


ESS, Pree 1,765,514 1,292,541 
*Florida Power & Lt. 1,779,860 232, 34° 
*Houston Ltg. & Pwr. 2,749,458 2 380,038 
*Minnesota Pwr. & Lt. 1,433,337 1,366,785 
*Nebraska Power..... 1,842,944 1,892,86 


* Twelve months ended November 39. 
+ Twelve months ended October 31 
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ManuaL Srarter—New _across-the-line 
starter for use on polyphase squirrel-cage 
motors measures only 43 x 8 in., is rated 
up to 2 amp., 550 volts and suggested by 
Cutler-Hammer, Inc., Milwaukee, for such 
control applications as fans, pumps, machine 
tools and textile machinery. Among the 
features of the starter, known as N.E.M.A. 
size O, are “pushbutton” operation; positive 
quick make-the-break “twin-break” mech- 
anism; three- and four-pole construction; 
eutectic thermal overload protection, free 
tripping type, and rubber-mounted operating 
mechanism, removable without disturbing 
the conduit. Starter is said to be inter- 
changeable for all horsepower sizes within 
its rating by changing thermal overload 
coils. Hook-on cover permits group panel 
mountings. 


Protector Piruc—Time-lag overload, low 
voltage and short-circuit protection com- 
bined with repeated resetability are claimed 
advantages of the “Protector Plug” de- 
veloped by the Sentry Electric Company, 
Louisville, Ky., to replace the conventional 
attachment plug used on electrical appli- 
ances and small tools. Momentary high 
currents, such as motor-starting currents, are 
permitted by the time-lag feature, yet con- 
tinued overload breaks the circuit. When 
the plug or adapter blows, pushing a_but- 
ton in its base renews it. 


Avromatic GrippLtE—Dual controls, said 
to preheat automatically and to maintain 
proper temperatures without attention, are 
features of an electric griddle announced 
by McGraw Electric Company, Toastmaster 
Products Division, Minneapolis. When the 
signal light goes off to indicate proper pre- 
heating the top temperature is maintained 
at a uniform cooking level until the griddle 
is shutoff. Separate heat controls permit 
shutting off one side of the griddle when 
preparing single orders or allow preparing 
two foods at the same time that require 
different temperatures. Cover on griddle, 
another new feature, is said to save 60 per 


cent of current cost during stand-by or idle 
time. 


SILEN1 SwitcH—A new silent switch in 
which the contact is made and broken by 
the movement of mercury has been placed 
in production by General Electric Company’s 
Construction material division at Bridgeport, 
Conn... aiter several years of development. 
Switching element is size of small coat but- 
ton, consists of two metal disks sealed with 
Blass, completely inclosing the mercury 
make-and-break of the mercury switch. 
Switch can be installed in any standard 
switch box, but must be mounted vertically. 


Appliance Test Panet—Routine and 
trouble tests can be made on six appliances 
for ney time and complete readings taken 
- ae a compact test panel offered 
> 1eelco Instruments Company, Chicago. 
anel has an indicating pyrometer and six- 
Point switch for taking temperature read- 
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ings. Directly below, and ‘toi the right of 
the pyrometer and switch, is a small throw 
switch, two outlet receptacles and a pilot 
light, for taking resistance readings, for 
testing for shorts, and for observing opera- 
tion of automatic thermostats, respectively. 
To the left is a milliammeter for indicating 
current flow less than 4 amp. Appliances to 
be tested are plugged into one of the six 
power output receptacles. Binding posts 
at the bottom are connected to suitable 
thermocouples for testing small electrical 
appliances. 


For Reapers in Bep—Pleased with the 
success of the introduction of its “Spotray” 
bed lamps in New York City, Mitchell 
Manufacturing Company, Chicago, is expand- 
ing distribution of them. Built with a con- 
vex lens that concentrates a compact glow 
of light where and when it is wanted, the 
lamps are particularly suited for the person 
whose habits of reading in bed may not be 
shared by his sleeping partner. Both bed- 
clamp and table styles are offered and use 
a 25-watt bulb. 


Manual Starter 





Appliance Test Panel 


Automatic Water Heater—The “Dairy- 
Maid” electric water heater, designed by 
Losee Products Company, Hebron, IIl., for 
such rural applications as sterilizing milk- 
ing equipment, consists of a 10-gal. iron 
galvanized removable inner tank inclosed 
within a heavy galvannealed steel jacket, 
from which it is thoroughly insulated by rock 
wool. Water temperature is regulated auto- 
matically by an adjustable thermostat set 
at 135 deg. F. The removable, immersion- 
type heating element is rated at 250 watts 
and is designed with a large heating sur 
face. Heater operates on 110 volts, a.c. 


TECHNICAL BULLETINS 


Grounp Rops Ano CLAmps—Included in 
the new Data Book issued by the Copper- 
weld Steel Company, Glassport, Pa., is a 
brief resume of these topics: Copperweld 
molten welding process; general data on 
driven grounds and how to get low resistance 
grounds; compact catulog information on 
standard and sectional ground rods, cast 
and drawn ground clamps; how to measure 
ground resistances; installation suggestions 
on ground rods and examples of actual in- 
stallations in various industries. 


D.C. Test Cope—Preliminary report on 
a proposed “Test Code for Direct-Current 
Machines” is available without charge from 
the American Institute of Electrical Engi- 
neers, 33 West 39th Street, New York City. 
If approved, this code will be the fourth 
of a proposed series covering the principal 
types of electrical machinery and apparatus. 
Testing methods refer to those of a com- 
mercial nature for determining preform- 
ance characteristics. 


Mercury-Break Switch Rural Water Heater 
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Commerce Department Study 
Lists Marketing Procedure 


Production capacity in many 
branches of industry in the United 
States is currently in excess of poten- 
tial demand and there has been re- 
corded a resulting increasing tendency 
on the part of alert manufacturers to 
exploit new fields of consumer de- 
mand, according to the Bureau of For- 
eign and Domestic Commerce. 

To assist the efficient introduction of 
new industrial products and to reduce 
to a minimum avoidable economic 
waste in marketing, the Marketing Re- 
search Division has recently revised 
and made available a new edition of 
a check list which enumerates pro- 
cedures to be employed when intro- 
ducing a new product to the market. 
Study is titled “Check Sheet—Intro- 
duction of New Industrial Products. 
Revised 1937.” 


New Franchises Withheld 


Petitions of the New York State 
Electric & Gas Corporation for ap- 
proval of the exercise of new fran- 
chises in the towns of Big Flats, Catlin 
and Ashland, Chemung County, and in 
the towns of Montour Falls and Cath- 
erine, Schuyler County, have been 
denied by the state Public Service 
Commission. The commission ap- 
proved an opinion by Chairman Milo 
R. Maltbie stating that there are ap- 
parently no reasons which would 
justify the expenditures upon the part 
of the company or upon the state in 
passing on the proposals for renewal 
of present franchises. 


Non-Tamperable Fuses 


Proposed requirements covering 
non-tamperable fuses and adapters 
have been drafted by the Underwriters 
Laboratories, Inc., New York City, 
and have been sent to those interested 
in the development of such devices. 
Comments were asked on or before 
December 31. Requirements follow 
views expressed in a meeting of various 
electrical interests on October 8. 


G.E. Aids Hospital Fund 


General Electric Company and af- 
filiated units and their employees have 
contributed $4,608 to the United Hos- 
pital Campaign. Of this gift $2,500 
was from the company and affiliated 
units and $2,108 from the employees. 
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Los ANGELES, Catir.Southern Cali- 
fornia Edison Company is arranging fund 
of about $3,340,000 for new construction 
and improvements in 1938, comprising for 
most part new transmission and distributing 
lines, power substations and switching sta- 
tions. New power lines in different parts 
of territory are estimated to cost $1,000,000, 
while about $600,000 of appropriation will 
be required for completion of transmission 
line from Boulder Dam hydroelectric power 
plant of Federal Government to power sub- 
station at Chino, Calif.; work on this line 
is now in progress. At Chino substation an 
important expansion will be carried out for 
large increased capacity, estimated to cost 
$1,130,000 with transformers, switchgear 
and auxiliary equipment. Extensions also 
will be made in power cubstations at Santa 
Barbara and Pasadena, Calif., to cost about 
$325,000, with equipment. New power sub- 
stations and switching stations will be 
built at Huntington Park and _ Santa 
Monica, Calif., to cost approximately $185,- 
000 and $100,000, in order noted. 


New York, N. Y.—John Simmons Com- 
pany, 47-09 30th Street, Long Island City, 
New York, manufacturer of plumbing and 
steamfitting supplies, plans installation of 
motors and controls, conveyors, electric 
hoists and other equipment in new pipe 
works and mechanical plant on site ac- 
quired at 48th Street and MHunterspoint 
Avenue, 3lst Street and 3lst Place, 200 x 
310 feet. Cost over $150,000. 


GrEEN Bay, Wis.—Northern Paper Mills, 
Inc., has plans maturing for new steam- 
electric generating station on local site for 
power service for mill, to replace two hy- 
droelectric power plants at White Rapids 
and Chalk Mills, respectively, on Meno- 
minee River, now being sold to Wisconsin- 
Michigan Power Company. New plant will 
about $750,000 with turbo-generators, 
high-pressure boilers and auxiliary equip- 
ment. Proposed to begin work early in 
1938. Sargent & Lundy, Inec., 140 South 
Dearborn Street, Chicago, Ill., is consulting 
engineer. 


cost 


Nortu Pratte, Nes.—Platte Valley Pub- 
lic Power & Irrigation District, North 
Platte, has plans maturing for new 66,000- 
volt transmission line from power plant at 
Sutherland to site of Kingsley power dam, 
about 56 miles. Cost estimated at $65,000. 
Permission has been secured. Work will 
be carried out early in 1938. 


Norrotk, Va.—Chilean Nitrate Sales 
Corporation, 120 Broadway, New York, N. 
Y., plans installation of motors and con- 
trols, conveyors, loaders and other equip- 
ment in new nitrate-bagging and distribut- 
ing plant at Money Point, Norfolk. Erec- 
tion will be carried out at early date. Cost 
close to $150,000. 


San Antonio, Tex.—Arkansas Vinegar 
Company, 611 Commerce Street, Shreve- 
port, La., and Burgie Vinegar Company, 
927 Kentucky Avenue, Memphis, Tenn., op- 
erating jointly, plan installation of motors 
and controls, conveyors, electric pumping 


machinery and other equipment in new 
joint plant to be established at San An- 
tonio, where building has been acquired 
and will be remodeled and improved for 
early occupancy. Cost close to $100,000. 


Eucene, Ore.—Is considering expansion 
in municipal electric power station, with 
installation of new 6000-kw. steam-electric 
generating unit and auxiliary equipment 
for standby service. Cost about $490,000. 
Proposed to carry out project in 1938. 
J. W. McArthur is superintendent of Public 
Utilities Department, in charge. 


Srarrorp, Kan.—Has authorized surveys 
and estimates of cost for extensions and 
improvements in municipal electric power 
plant, including installation of additional 
equipment. Paulette & Wilson, 1006 Kansas 
Avenue, Topeka, Kan., and Farmers’ Union 
Building, Salina, Kan., are consulting engi- 
neers. 


CHATTANOOGA, TENN.—Chattanooga Elec- 
tric Power Board, Col. Harold C. Fiske, 
chairman, has plans maturing and expects 
to call for bids in February for 44-kv. loop 
transmission line from hydroelectric power 
development of TVA at Chickamauga Dam 
to four power substations in city, known 
as Substations Nos. 1, 2, 3 and 6, for power 
supply from source noted. Cost about 


$100,000. S. R. G. Finley is chief engineer. 


Orrawa, Onrto—Ohio Sugar Company, 
Ottawa, plans installation of motors and 
controls, conveyors, electric hoists and 
other equipment in connection with expan- 
sion and improvements in mill, to be car- 
ried out early in 1938. Cost about $100, 
000. Company is affiliated with Southern 
Acid & Sulphur Company, St. Louis, Mo. 


Cotumsus, Nes.—Loup River Public 
Power District, 2307 Thirteenth Street, 
Columbus, Harold Kramer, secretary, Tr 
ceives bids until January 12 for quantity 
of electric meters for rural consumers, t 
taling about 867 in all, in six different 
sizes, as per specifications on file. Harz 
Engineering Company, 205 West Wacker 
Drive, Chicago, Ill., is consulting engineer. 


San Antonio, Tex.—San Antonio Public 
Service Company is arranging an appropria 
tion of about $1,000,000 for expansion and 
improvements in 1938, including power 
plants and equipment installation, transmis 
sion and distributing lines, power subst 
tions, switching stations and other struc 
tures. A portion of fund will be used for 
extensions in rural electric system. 


Totepo, Oxnto--Toledo Edison Compaty 
plans construction of a new steel towel 
transmission line to Pemberville, Ohio, and 
vicinity; also will install new transmission 
lines at Maumee River crossing for 
creased line capacity. A new turbo-gener® 
tor unit and auxiliary equipment will 
installed in Asme power plant, with hi 
pressure boilers and _ accessories. 0 
noted will be carried out as part of 1938 
expansion and improvement program, for 
which an appropriation of about $1,900,00 
is being arranged, as_ noted recently m 
these columns. 
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